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John and Terri Knight were born in Guildford and have lived in 
Stoughton virtually all their lives.  John was brought up in a 
Christian home.  At the age of three he was attending the Sunday 
School at Manor Road, weekly, and soon he was going to church 
regularly at Emmanuel Church (with his sisters) or to Manor 
Road Evangelical Church (with his dad).  Terri's parents, on the 
other hand, had no interest in Christian things and by the time 
she was six her father was raising her and her younger sister on 
his own (as her mother had left them).  Although Terri's dad 
mocked her for doing so, he did allow her to attend various 

Sunday Schools in the area.  Terri had a pretty tough time as a young child and 
remembers days when the only food she had was rhubarb 'scrumped' from local 
allotments. 

By the time they were teenagers, both John and Terri were committed Christians.  In 
March 1962 and October 1966, respectively, they were baptised and joined the 
Church that meets in Manor Road.  Since that time they have been actively involved 
in the worship, witness and work of this local Church.  

John is involved in preaching and teaching at Manor Road Evangelical Church and 
at other similar churches.  He thoroughly enjoys sharing his faith with anyone who 
cares to discuss spiritual matters with him.  He and Terri have been involved in the 
Christianity Explored Courses (and follow-up Discipleship Courses) that have been 
run from Manor Road in the last 9 years.

Terri adores children of all ages and she has worked as 
an OfSTED registered child-minder, nanny or foster 
mother for nearly 40 years.  She has been a blessing to a 
vast number of children and their parents as she has 
welcomed them into her home and shown God's love to 
them.  She officially works from Monday to Wednesday, 
but on a Friday after school two of her grand-daughters 
and a number of other school-aged children come for tea 
(they call it the 'Knight Club') so that they can go on to 
the Friday Bible Club at the church, which they enjoy so 
much.  One of these children is Harvey (whose older sisters Terri was childminding 
before he was born).  He loves to go to Terri's, as he says, to be 'spoiled' and he and 
his sisters have adopted Terri & John as their grandparents.   

Terri's care of pre-school children has enabled her to be a part of the team 
organising and running the Little Sunbeams Parent and Toddler Group that is in 
session every Tuesday morning in term time.

Like the many other Christian couples in the church John and Terri seek to 
complement one another's roles.  Their gifts may differ but their desire is to be good 
followers of Jesus Christ and to be a blessing to others in the community.

All Age Service 
(including children’s activities) 
11:15am-12:15pm
Contact:  01483 570388 or 850237

th(Children’s activities re-start on 16  Sept)

Friday Bible Club  
6:00-7:00pm (School years 1-6)
Contact: 01483 850237 or 233554

th(Re-starts on 7  Sept)

Little Sunbeams 
(Parent & Toddler Group) 
9:00 - 11:15am 
Contact: 01483 570388

th
(Re-starts 11  Sept)

Bible Teaching & Prayer Meeting 
7:45 - 9:15pm
(Except first Tuesday each month- 
Discussion Group)

Youth Group 
7:30-9:15pm (School years 7-11)
Contact: 07944 573884

th
(Re-starts on 7  Sept)

Sunday

FridayTuesday

 Manor Road Evangelical Church 

General Enquiries 
Phone:01483 570388 

Email: info@manorroadhall.org.uk
Web:www.manorroadhall.org.uk

LUNCH

TEACHING

QUIZ

TEACHING

thJoin us on Sunday 9  September for our All Age Service & Meal starting at 
11.15am.  Lionel Clargo will be the speaker at the service. 

th
Dr Peter Mead, a gifted Bible teacher, will run seminars on Tuesday 11  & 

th18  September from 7.45pm to 9.15pm. The subject will be, ‘Lessons 
from the depths. The book of Jonah’.

There is another evening of teaching, this 
ndtime from Saturday 22  

September at 7.00pm. He will be teaching 
from the Psalms.

Peter Glasgow on 

Come and have your general knowledge 
thtested at our Quiz Night on Thursday 4  

October at 7.30pm

If you would like to 
know more about 

Christianity, 
please visit us or 

contact us about the 
‘Christianity Explored’ 

course which we run on 
a regular basis. What is God like and do I need Him? 

“I believe in a Heavenly Father who created me and who wants to have a personal 
relationship with me.”
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tell their story...



Depending on which polls you read approximately 60 to 70% of people in the UK believe in 'God', but 
I wonder how many of them would agree as to who God is, what He's like and what He wants from 
each one of us?  To some He is a distant being who has no relevance to our lives in 2012.  To others He 
is an abstract figure who we occasionally cry out to in our 'hour of need', when all else has failed.  
Others may see him as an authoritarian, judge-like figure who delights in punishing people for their 
minor indiscretions.

However, the experience of God I have in my life is markedly different from this.  I have learnt that 
God is love, not just that He is loving, but that the very essence of His being is love.  We can see the 
extent of His unconditional love in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son so that whoever believes on Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  God's love had 
no beginning or end, Jeremiah 31:3 says: “I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have drawn 
you with loving kindness.”  God desired a relationship with me, like that of a loving heavenly Father 
with His child.  As a result, God has generously given me many blessings.  Jesus also says: “I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”(John 10:10)

What does God bless me with?

Forgiveness: If we are honest, we have all at some point messed things up in our lives, but God is a 
God of second chances.  There are many examples in the Bible of people, from all walks of life, who 
God gave a second chance to; including thieves, religious zealots, murderers and prostitutes.  
Everyone, however good or bad, needs to be forgiven.  “If we claim, 'we don't have any sin,' we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from everything we've done wrong.” (1 John 1: 8-9)

A new start:  I needed someone to wipe my slate clean and 
help me start again. In Jesus you can too! “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Satisfaction: So many things that we strive for and set our 
lives hopes upon offer only fleeting satisfaction.  Jesus, 
when speaking to a woman drawing water from a well, 
told her that He could give her 'living water' indicating 
how He alone could completely satisfy her deepest needs. 
He still offers this today.

Peace: Stressed? Over-worked? Anxious? Jesus offers 
real comfort: “Come to Me, all you who labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  
When life is uncertain and things seem out of control, God 
says: “Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalms 46:10)

Purpose and hope: With God in my life I know where I'm heading and I know that the person leading 
me is always trustworthy. “'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future'.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Friendship: We live on a densely populated island and yet loneliness is a reality for many people. 
Friends, partners and even family can let us down and disappoint us, but Jesus says: “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

Security: In the uncertainties of the world in which we live where jobs are being lost, economies are 
failing, and where relationships are breaking down, I am encouraged that: “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

Assurance: I rest on the promise that, although I am totally undeserving of His favour, if I trust in 
God's Son Jesus, I am assured of forgiveness and a home in Heaven: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved.” (Acts 16:31) Not 'might be' or 'could be', but WILL be saved.

I believe in a Heavenly Father who created me and who wants to have a personal relationship with me.  
He has made this possible through His Son Jesus Christ who, because of His death and resurrection, 
has taken away the previously immoveable barrier of my sin that had separated me from a holy God.  

As my Creator, He knows how I am 
'wired' and what I need.  Also as my 
loving Father He wants the best for 
me.

Why not read the Bible for yourself 
(perhaps start with Matthew's 
gospel) and learn more about the 
God who loves you and wants to 
bless you. Please contact us at 
Manor Road Evangelical Church or 
through our website for further help.  

What is God like and do I need Him?What is God like and do I need Him?

By Ian Raisbeck

“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His one and only Son 

so that whoever believes on Him 
shall not perish but have 

Everlasting life.” 


